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Culture at Ames
Chinese New Year
Mrs. Pi was very busy planning for the Chinese New Year with her students at Ames, Berner
and MHS. Mrs. Pi and her students have been
making several decorations in her classes. They
have been discussing the importance of the Chinese New year and the importance of the Chinese
Zodiac animals and what they mean. Each animal,
symbol and letter has a significant meaning. The
students learn about how the year was a monster in
ancient times and that people used three things to
scare it (the new year) away. They used lights, red
things and loud noises. That explains why during
the Chinese New Year people use and wear red
things to scare away the monsters. Mrs. Pi’s classes also enjoyed traditional treats and foods such
as moon pies in the other buildings to celebrate the
New Year. This year is the year of the pig so if
you want to learn more about it check out the Chinese Zodiac calendar!
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Culture at Ames

Three Kings Day at Ames
The Multicultural Club and Mrs.
Beauchesne’s classes celebrated “El Día de
Los Reyes Magos” also known as “Feast of
the Epiphany” and “Three Kings Day” during the month of January by taking off their
shoes and leaving them in front of the room
and in the hallways. Students left water and
grass out for the three kings and for their
camels and horses. Students also watched
educational movies about this holiday and
its significance. This holiday falls on January 6th and is celebrated in Latin America,
Mexico, and Spain. This holiday comes
from when the Three Kings or Wise Men
came with three gifts for baby Jesus when
he was born. The Multicultural Club gave
gifts and candy to each other by leaving
them in each other’s shoes along with one
nice thing about one another on tiny pieces
of paper. Traditionally, children leave their
shoes out the night of the fifth and when
they wake up on the morning of January 6th,
their shoes are filled with small gifts from
the Three Kings.
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Every Spanish speaking country celebrates it
differently. In Mexico, for example, thousands of people get together to eat “Rosca de
Reyes” this is Three Kings bread. In Mexico, when they make their bread they put little plastic babies inside of it and whoever
finds the baby has to make tamales for everyone on February 2nd. This day is called
the Day of the Candles. The Multicultural
Club celebrated this as well! In some countries they have huge parades and festivals;
this holiday is even bigger than Christmas!
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Ames’
Entertainment
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Ames
Cares
Helping Hands
Club

The Helping Hands Club has been
very busy this year participating in and
planning several activities and events in
the school and for the community. They
made posters, collected pajamas in December and have been collecting used
books for the organization called The
Book Fairies. This organization collects
used books and then distributes them to
underprivileged locations. This is a non
profit organization whose goal is to
spread and nurture the love of reading by
sharing the used books with those in
need. For more information about this organization you can go to
www.bookfairies.org or see Mrs. Levine
if you would like to get involved. This
was a great opportunity for many to help
schools that they may not have many resources.
There are so many opportunities available
at Ames to be able to make a difference in
peoples lives. Get involved and join a
club today!
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Helping Hands is
also going to volunteer at
the Ronald McDonald
House later this month.
The Ronald McDonald
House provides a home away from home for
many families in crisis. It provides families
with a place to stay close to their children who
may be hospitalized or receiving special treatments. These families are provided with a
place to stay at little or no cost. If you are interested in learning more about this organization or if you would like to make a contribution please go to www.rmhc.org.
Multicultural Club teams up with CCC
Students

Multicultural Club teamed up with the CCC
students and the Makerspace Club to make ornaments for the holiday season. They made
Christmas tree ornaments, Hanukah ornaments
and even learned about Three Kings Day and
the Epiphany. Three Kings Day is called “Día
de Los Reyes Magos” and is a holiday celebrated in many Spanish speaking countries, especially Latin America. The feast of the
Epiphany is also celebrated in Italy. It is similar to Christmas and Christmas Eve. The three
wise men leave gifts in the children’s shoes on
the night of January 5th and then when children wake up on January 6th their shoes have
gifts in them and they have gifts under their
Christmas trees as well. It was a fun and cultural way to make things together and to learn
about different traditions and celebrations celebrated by people around the world.
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Around Ames

Honor Society
This year the National Junior
Honor Society was very busy participating in several activities. Members wrote letters of appreciation to
faculty and staff during the month of
January. Staff and faculty received
the letters in early February and it
was a wonderful way to show appreciation for everything that teachers
and staff do on a daily basis. It’s
important to tell teachers that you
appreciate what they do once in a
while. It was a nice way for students to show their gratitude and to
make people smile right before the
February vacation. It was a wonderful idea and we thank Mrs. Grossi and Mr. Lassen for all of their
hard work and efforts in making this
possible.

March

Multicultural Club raises money forJambo Jipya School and
Reason2Smile
This year the Multicultural Club has been
helping to raise money for the Reason2Smile
organization and the Jambo Jipya School in
Mwtapa, Kenya. Members of the club, along
with the Makerspace Club and the CCC students have been meeting in the library to
make bracelets from recycled paper beads for
family members and friends. Reason2Smile
goes to schools to teach students how to make
the bracelets and about what they can do to
make a difference in their schools and communities. Students then teach others how to
make the bracelets and the cost for two bracelets is five dollars. Anyone can make them
and this was a wonderful opportunity to support the children in Mwtapa. One hundred
percent of the proceeds provide educational
opportunities for the children in need and
support the twenty children living at the children’s home in the school. With these donations, the children at the Jambo Jipya children’s home receive food, clothing and
healthcare. It is never too late to make a donation. For more information, you can go to
http://www.reason2smile.org or you can go to
the Ames library and speak to Mrs. King.
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Voice of the Students

Women and Football
By Erin Tumminello

When people think of football, they likely picture grown
men in large, padded uniforms, tackling each other and trying
to score touchdowns. When people connect women with the
game, they likely imagine cheerleaders. However, women
are beginning to have a growing impact on this sport.
Sarah Thomas
Sarah Thomas, age 46, works full time as a professional referee. In 2015, she became the first female ref to work in
the NFL. But this wasn’t the start to her football career. In
2007, she was a referee for major college football games,
and again, she was the first female to do so. Now, just last
month, she was the first female referee for an NFL playoff
game. She also made an appearance in the 100 year game
commercial, where she said “First down!”
Toni Harris
You may know Antoinette “Toni” Harris, age 22, from a
car commercial that aired during the superbowl. Since she
was young, she loved football, especially after being inspired
by watching her cousin play in the sport. Currently, she plays
safety on the team for East Los Angeles College. She also
recently received a football scholarship for a sports program
at Bethany College in Kansas. Although she has faced many
challenges, she isn’t backing down, and she aspires to be the
first female football player in the NFL.
Sam Gordon
Samantha “Sam” Gordon, age 15, was the girl who
made an appearance in the epic 100th season commercial
for the NFL. She had caught the ball, and when one of the
professional football players asked for it, she said, “You want
this? Come and get it,” and she passed it to another NFL
member. But she did more than star in a commercial. When
she was 9 years old, she played with boys on a tackle football team. But as she got older, she wasn’t able to continue
with the sport she loved. So, with her father, they started a
tackle football league for girls, which motivated others in the
U.S. and Canada to start similar programs. Additionally, in
2017, she won the NFL Game Changer’s Award. And if that
wasn’t enough, at the age of 9, she scored 35 touchdowns
and got to be featured on a Wheaties cereal box because
she inspired many girls to follow their dreams.
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Chief’s Challenge
The mission of the Ames
Chief’s Challenge Club is to gather a
group of like-minded students motivated toward improving school culture, breaking down social boundaries, encouraging standing up for others, providing community service,
and working towards a reduction of
bullying/cyber-bullying behaviors.
Through a variety of projects and activities, students gain unique skills
needed to reach out and help others.
If you are interested in stopping bullies and would like to join, or if you
have any ideas or suggestions
please see Mrs. Hession in the PPS
office. Hope to see you there!
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Active Minds
The Active Minds Club at Ames has
been very busy participating in a 28 day
challenge in February. Each day it was
suggested that students do various things
to help their mental, social and physical
health. These suggestions included:
sending an inspiring message to a friend
or family member, taking a nap, telling a
family member or friend that you love
them, meditating, coloring, doing yoga,
staying off devices for a day or longer,
and staying positive. There were inspirational messages and posters posted
around the building. If you are interested in joining this club please see Mrs.
Hession in the PPS office.
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New Movies/ New Releases in 2019
With the new year comes lots of new films! Here are some of the new movies this
year that many people are looking forward to:
January: A Dog’s Way Home(January 11), Glass(January 18), and The Kid Who
Would Be King(January 25)
February: The Lego Movie 2: The Second Part(February 8), Happy Death Day 2U
(February 13), Alita: Battle Angel(February 14), and How To Train Your Dragon:
The Hidden World(February 22)
March: Captain Marvel(March 8), and Dumbo(March 29)
April: Pet Sematary(April 5), Shazam!(April 5), Hellboy(April 12), Disney Nature:
Penguins(April 17), and Avengers Endgame(April 26)
May: Pokemon: Detective Pikachu(May 10), John Wick: Chapter 3 - Parabellum
(May 17), Aladdin(May 24), and Godzilla: King of Monsters(May 31)
June: The Secret Life of Pets 2(June 7) X-Men: Dark Phoenix(June 7), Men in
Black: International(June 14), and Toy Story 4(June 21)
July: Annabelle 3(July 3), Spider Man: Far From Home(July 5), and The Lion King
(July 19)
August: Fast and Furious: Hobbs and Shaw(August 2), Artemis Fowl(August 9),
Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark(August 9), and The Angry Birds Movie 2(August
16)
(Since the next couple of months are later in the year, there isn’t much information on upcoming movies, so the next few months will have very short lists)
September: It: Chapter 2(September 6)
October: Joker(October 4)
November: Terminator(November 1), A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood
(November 22), and Frozen 2(November 22)
December: Jumanji(December 13), and Star Wars: Episode IX (December 20)
Sources:
https://www.firstshowing.net/schedule2019/
http://collider.com/upcoming-movies-2019-release-dates/#october
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Aquaman

This new DC film was definitely one worth watching. This film
had everything it needed to be successful in the box office. It included
action, suspense, tragedy and even romance. Jason Momoa played
the role of Aquaman and his performance was excellent. Aquaman
finds out the truth about his past and his mother’s tragic deaththroughout the film. He also found out about his royal blood and his
heritage as the true king of Atlantis. He must battle against his half
brother for the throne. He must also battle against the Black Manta,
another villain whom blamed Aquaman for the death of his father.
Nicole Kidman plays the part of Queen of Altantis. Atlantis is an underwater kingdom with great powers. Atlanta, Aquaman’s mother,
falls in love with a lighthouse keeper who saved her life and eventually has a son who becomes Aquaman. Amber Heard plays the part of
Mera, who basically becomes Aquaman’s sidekick and eventual love
interest. This is a must-see film so I won’t tell you everything about it
or how it ends. I hate spoilers!

March

The Little Chief

9

Entertainment
MovieAmes’
Reviews/
New Releases
Sports
The Hidden World is the long-awaited finale to the popular How To
Train Your Dragon franchise, ending this popular trilogy. This movie,
which came out on February 22nd, had breathtaking scenery and outstanding acting.
Plot Summary:
Warning: The summary spoils the plot and ending of the movie, so if
you have not seen this movie, do not read ahead.
Hiccup, the chief of Berk since his father’s death a year ago, has turned
Berk into a peaceful haven for dragons. Meanwhile, a dragon hunter
named Grimmel, who has killed all of the Night Furies in the past,
plans to capture Toothless. He has released a Light Fury, a female version of a Night Fury, in an attempt to lure Toothless to him.
Toothless and the Light Fury meet, but they avoid Grimmel’s traps, so
he attacks Berk. After this, Hiccup remembers his father, Stoick, telling
a story about an ancestral home of dragons, and decides that living
there would be safer. He proposes the idea, and everyone agrees and
sets off. The Berkians make camp on an island during their travels, and
Toothless meets the Light Fury again. She flies off, so Hiccup makes
Toothless a new tail fin which enables him to fly away, enablinhg him
to follow the Light Fury.
Hiccup and Astrid look for Toothless and find the Hidden World. Unfortunately, the dragons there are alarmed by their presence, and they
realize that this place is not safe for the Berkians. Toothless and the
Light Fury follow them back to the island. Grimmel captures them, as
well as the other dragons, so Hiccup and the others launch a successful attempt to save them.
Everyone decides that it would be better off if the dragons live at the Hidden World, so everyone says
their tearful goodbyes, and the dragons fly off to their new home. Some time later, Hiccup and Astrid get married, and a few years after that, they visit Toothless and Stormfly (Astrid’s dragon) with their kids. Eventually
they fly with them.
This outstanding finale to the How To Train Your Dragon series is a must-see, and it has been by far one of
the best movies that Dreamworks has released.
By Kathleen Tumminello
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Super Smash Bros. Ultimate’s Craziest
Newcomer
By Ryan Eck

The Super Smash Bros. Ultimate Nintendo Direct of November 1st, 2018 was a very good presentation. A new story
mode was revealed. A new mode that changes up the mechanics of the game and gives a lot of fan service to fans of
various Nintendo franchises was revealed as well. Some
newcomers were shown off too, but one newcomer stood out
from the rest. It was Piranha Plant, and its reveal was the
best thing ever. It came right out of nowhere, had many people confused, but in the end, many were satisfied. How did the Piranha Plant, a typical enemy
from the Super Mario series, make it into Super Smash Bros?
I do not know the answer to that question, but I would not worry about popular fan requests like Geno from Super Mario RPG not making it in, since as of the writing of this article,
there are still four yet-to-be-revealed DLC fighters. Yes, all of the downloadable fighters have
been chosen by Nintendo, but I would not worry about Nintendo ignoring fan requests that
Masahiro Sakurai and the development team would not, considering Nintendo really seems to
care about making their fans happy. This is proven by recent events such as the Animal Crossing Switch game reveal or Metroid Prime 4 restarting development and being put into the
hands of Retro Studios due to quality concerns.
The way to get Piranha Plant is rather unique. For consumers who had bought the game
physically, they had to redeem their My Nintendo points on the game icon menu for Super
Smash Bros. Ultimate and then their emails were sent a download code that can be redeemed
on the Nintendo eShop, the Nintendo Switch’s digital store. It was a less complicated process
for people who had Super Smash Bros. Ultimate digitally. All they needed to do was buy the
game through the eShop, and then they had automatically gained the My Nintendo Points, so a
download code would be sent to their email.
This was how to get the game’s new fighter for free, and it was only available to do by
January 31st. However, one can still get Piranha Plant if they had managed to miss out on the
opportunity to get it for free, albeit the other method requires paying money to download the
fighter.
Many people, including myself, are excited to try out Piranha Plant, and wonder how
the Super Mario enemy will play in the game. It is certainly an interesting addition to the popular game, and definitely a very good one.
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