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Spanish classes learn about Day of the Dead
Sra. Silver, Sra. Martinez, Sra. Beauchesne
and Sra. Cjekai’s classes participated in several activities to learn about El Día de los Muertos at Ames.
Multicultural Club Celebrates
Several classes also built alters in honor of those who
had passed and learned about the importance of the
Día de Muertos Virtually
Mexican two day holiday celebration. In Sra.
Beauchesne’s class, Sra. Beauchesne discussed the
importance of the ofrenda, the alter honoring the lives
The Multicultural Club at Ames has been meeting of those who have passed. Sra. Beauchesne makes
virtually during the months of September and Octo- one in her home every year to honor her grandparber to discuss the importance of Día de los Muertos. ents. Some Spanish classes at Ames also watched
Día de los Muertos is celebrated on November, 1st the movie Coco and decorated skulls. Sra.
and 2nd. We discussed and analyzed what we Beauchesne’s students also read articles about Día de
loved about the movie Coco as well. Students los Muertos from Spanish newspapers. Students
watched other educational videos about the two-day learned about Día de los Muertos traditions from varicelebration and learned about the importance of the ous Spanish speaking countries. For example in Guaofrenda. Ofrenda means offering in Spanish and are temala people make huge multicolored kites and fly
also called altares or altars. During one of our ses- them in the air because it is believed that the kites
sions, Sra. Beauchesne made an ofrenda honoring scare away the evil spirits. It was really interesting
her grandparents and her friend. She included wa- learning about this holiday and the movie Coco in Sra.
ter, foods, and snacks that they enjoyed. She also Silver’s class was awesome!
included photos, incense, candles, and flowers. The
copal or incense is for guiding the souls to the land
of the living and the water and snacks are to give the
souls strength on their journey as well. Participants
used the information from our sessions and created
their own ofrendas in their homes.
One student
made an ofrenda in her home honoring her great
grandparents.
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Toy Drive
Once again at Ames the Key Club and
Peer Aids is having their annual toy drive
for those in need. The collection boxes are
by the library. Many students and teachers
brought in toys and it’s not too late. This is
a wonderful opportunity to help make a difference in a child’s life during the holidays.
The Giving Tree at Ames
Once again the PPS office is taking donations for the giving tree located in the front of
the school. MHS does this as well. Donations
and gift cards are distributed to families in
need during the holiday season. In the past
people have donated gift cards for CVS,
Walmart, TJMaxx, Marshalls and to many local
restaurants. Please see someone in the PPS office if you would like to give a donation. This
is an excellent way to show families who need
your help that you care.
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A Covid Christmas?
By: Aislin Vance

After all the craziness from this year, I think everyone is ready to embrace the holiday season. Hoping it will be a temporary escape from everything that is going on right now, the holidays couldn’t come sooner. But will
holidays be normal this year? I think the unfortunate answer would be no,
but that doesn’t mean it will change in a negative way. I think it is safe to say
that whatever holiday you celebrate around this time won’t be the same as it
was last year. Around this time of year, there are always annual traditions
that come along with the holidays. For some, the events they look forward to
all year, may not be happening. Big Christmas parties, vacations, and many
other exciting events might not be possible this year.
Some people feel this is the perfect opportunity for them to skip out on
the annoying parts of the holidays. This time of year can be super stressful
for a lot of adults and even some kids. Hosting the dinners, parties, or annual
traditions can be a lot of work, and for a lot, only having to worry about their
immediate family gives them a sense of relief and lets them enjoy the holidays more. Another plus side could be getting to avoid the large family gatherings. Some people don’t always get along with some of their family members so being able to miss the gatherings with their extended family could
feel like a Christmas miracle.
Unfortunately for a lot of people, this is not the case. Their holiday traditions could be their favorite part of the season. This year, it is hard to celebrate with family and friends because of the strict Covid rules and also the
fear that most people have of possibly catching this virus.
This year will not be a normal one in any aspect, but we should make
the best out of the situation we’re in. I think that although it has been hard to
adapt to the rules we are being told to follow, especially when it comes to the
holidays, the rules are put in place for our safety and the safety of others.
We can still celebrate the best time of the year with our immediate family and
enjoy all the small things that make the holidays so special while staying
safe. Happy holidays and stay safe!
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Who's Really Addicted to Electronics?
By: Allison Ferrentino
Teenagers have a horrible reputation for being addicted to our phones.
And I’ll admit, I have a hard time taking a break from my devices sometimes. However, there is a group of people who I believe are far more obsessed with electronics.
Small children, typically aged from two, to five years old definitely rely on digital devices more
than teenagers do. Even though kids in this particular age group don’t usually have their own
phone, a study showed that 42 percent of young children had their very own tablet in 2019.
Whenever I see a toddler, they seem to always have cracked and smudged iPads with one of
those handle-grip cases, that is somehow always filthy attached to them!
42 percent doesn’t seem like an outrageously high number for the amount of kids that have their
own tablet, but this number is far higher than it used to be. In 2014, only 7 percent of kids in that
age group had their own tablet. And, only 1 percent in 2011.
The main concern about toddlers being addicted to their tablets, is the fact that most parents
don’t limit screen time for their small children. An article about screen time in children says that
65 percent of parents don’t limit tablet time. The same article collected data and found that some
toddlers spend a total of 5-7 hours every day staring at screens. Toddlers are recommended only
60-90 minutes per day.

It might be hard to imagine how a little kid can spend countless hours every day with their tablet. But, last summer when I babysat a three year old little girl
every week day, the iPad appeared to be the solution for every problem. I found myself bribing
her with extra iPad time to do things such as finishing her lunch, picking up her toys, or agreeing
to go to sleep. When I realized how much time she spent staring at a glowing rectangle, I tried to
restrict it and introduce her to more games and activities that weren’t based on electronics. But,
all she really wanted was to play on her iPad. Whenever she would play with regular toys, she
liked having videos playing in the background. Even when toddlers have other options for entertainment, they prefer electronics. This shows that they really are addicted to devices, even more
than teenagers are.
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Masks

What’s Really Being Covered
By: Aislin Vance

For the past 8 months wearing masks has become the new normal.
Even though their main purpose is to protect us and the people around
us from the Coronavirus, they are affecting us more than we realize.
From a teenager’s perspective, most high schoolers have different feelings about masks. I think we can all agree that they aren’t exactly fun to
wear, it can definitely be annoying to keep them on but I feel it can go
deeper than that. In my opinion, it can really affect a lot of kids’ social
lives. I feel like while talking to your friends used to be something you
wouldn’t think about twice, masks make it more difficult for kids to socialize. Even though speaking a little louder doesn’t take that much effort, I think that it can be harder for kids who don’t have great social
skills to begin with.
With all that is going on in the world right now, it’s easy to overlook
such a little thing, especially when it’s the thing keeping us safe. I also
think that walking around all day with something covering your mouth
can make a lot of people more hesitant to talk and this can really affect
their social life whether they realize it or not. On the other hand, a lot of
teenagers feel more comfortable wearing masks. Some like that it covers insecurities. When you have something covering half of your face,
it is easy to hide what you don’t like. This makes some people more
confident and comfortable in public. Some kids use these masks to hide.
Whether it is their emotions, their looks, or even just themselves in general, it gives them a sense of relief that they have to worry about one
less thing. Everyone has different views on mask wearing but whether
we like them or not, it is important to wear them for our safety and for
the safety of everyone around us. Hopefully we can all contribute to the
end of this virus by being safe.
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New Star Wars and Marvel Projects Announced
On Thursday, December 10, 2020 Disney announced various projects across Disney, Pixar, Star Wars,
and Marvel at a shareholder meeting for Investor's Day. The following is a summary of the exciting new
announcements.

Star Wars:
• Rangers of the New Republic- A Disney+ original show taking place during the events of the
Mandalorian. It follows a pair of New Republic Pilots. No release date is set.
• Ahsoka- A Disney+ original show taking place during the events of the Mandalorian. It follows
Ahsoka Tano, a former Jedi and hero of the Clone Wars. No release date is set.
• Andor- A Disney+ original show taking place before the events of the Rogue One. It follows
Cassian Andor, a Rebel Pilot and has been described as a “spy-thriller.” The release date for this
show is set for 2022.
• Obi-Wan Kenobi- A Disney+ original show taking place ten years after the events of the Revenge of the Sith. It follows Obi-Wan Kenobi and Darth Vader as they are both living on opposite
ends of the galactic society in the aftermath of the rise of the Empire and Order 66. It was announced that the Star Wars prequels actors Ewan Mcgregor and Hayden Christensen are confirmed to reprise their roles of Obi-Wan Kenobi and Darth Vader, respectively. Filming for the show
will begin in January of 2021 with a projected release date of 2022.
• A Droid Story- A Disney+ original show taking place during the events of the Mandalorian. It follows C-3PO and R2-D2, the legendary droids from the Skywalker Saga and introduces a new hero.
There is no release date set for this show.
•

Willow-

• Rogue Squadron- A new movie directed by Patty Jenkins from the Wonder Woman franchise. It
follows a new generation of star fighter pilots in an unexplored age of galactic history. The movie is
set to be released on Christmas of 2023.
• The Acolyte- A Disney+ original show taking place during the final days of the High Republic
Era. No release date is set for the show, and no major plot points have been revealed.
• Star Wars: The Bad Batch- A Disney+ original show taking place during the final days of the
Clone Wars and shortly after the rise of the Empire. It follows the Bad Batch, a unique squad of genetically-modified clones who each possess their own skills as they adjust to the new order and the
aftermath of Order 66. The trailer was released on Thursday and has a projected release date of
2021.
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• Star Wars: Visions- A Disney+ original show offering a new, creative take on the galaxy far-far
away. The show will be an anthology collection of “visions,” by several Japanese anime studios.
This show will offer a fresh, diverse cultural perspective to Star Wars. No release date is set for the
show.
• The Mandalorian- Season three of the award-winning Disney+ original featuring the Mandalorian
and Grogu has been confirmed for 2021.
Other Star Wars projects include:
• Lando
•

Willow

•

Children of Blood and Bones

•

Indiana Jones

Marvel:
• Wandavision- A Disney+ original show taking place after Avengers: Endgame and following
Wanda Maximoff/ The Scarlet Witch and her lover, Vision. The second trailer for the show was released and the show will start streaming on January 15, 2021.
• The Falcon and the Winter Soldier- A Disney+ original show following Sam Wilson/ The Falcon
and Bucky Barnes/ The Winter Soldier as the world adjusts to the after-effects of Avengers: Endgame. The first trailer for the show was released and it will start streaming on March 19, 2021.
• Loki- A Disney+ original show following Loki, the God of Mischief in an alternate timeline, created during Avengers: Endgame. The trailer for the show was released and it is expected to start
streaming in summer of 2021.
• What If…?- A Disney+ original show exploring alternate universes featuring the Avengers and
other popular Marvel characters. The first trailer for the show was released, and the animated series is set to begin streaming in summer of 2021.

• Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings- The second movie in Marvel's Phase Four lineup
will be released on July 9, 2021. Production for the movie is complete and the cast was revealed.
• Captain Marvel 2- It was announced that the sequel to the widely popular Captain Marvel will be
released on November 11, 2022.
• The Guardians of the Galaxy: Holiday Special- A Disney+ original movie featuring the Guardians
of the Galaxy and various holiday festivities will be released in 2022.
• Thor: Love and Thunder- The fourth installment of the Thor franchise will be released in theaters
on May 6, 2022.
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Other Marvel projects include:
•

Ms. Marvel

•

Hawkeye

•

She-Hulk

•

Moon Knight

•

Secret Invasion

•

Iron Heart

•

Armor Wars

•

I am Groot

•

Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quantumania

•

The Fantastic Four

By: Tiffany Chan;
Artwork/ Graphics by: Tiffany Chan
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The Mandalorian
Lone gunslinger,
Precious child.
Cruel world,
Hidden smile.
Imperial credits,
Shock trooper.
New Republic,
Armorer.
This is the way,
I have spoken.
Old alliance,
Promise broken.
Feuds for ages,
Left in the past.
Hope emerges,
Found at last.

From daring space battles to heartwarming family bonding moments, The Mandalorian is a show
for people of all ages to enjoy. As the title suggests, The Mandalorian follows the lone bounty
hunter, the Mandalorian or Din Dijarin, as he travels across the galaxy with “The Child,” a mysterious alien dubbed “Baby Yoda” by the fans. The show began airing on Disney plus Movie/
Show Reviews in the fall of 2019, and as of October 30, 2020, Season 2 began for subscribers of
the streaming service.

By: Tiffany Chan;
Artwork/ Graphics by: Tiffany Chan
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The Mandalorian: Season 2
The Mandalorian show on Disney plus has been a huge hit. Disney plus really is great
especially after showing Hamilton! Viewers can’t get enough of this Star Wars show. Baby Yoda is an
extremely popular character that is trending. Almost every child will be sure to get a baby Yoda toy this
Christmas.
Season 1 ended and left us all in suspense. We are learning so much about the characters.
The actors are amazing. The Mandalorian was even nominated at the Emmys. The show is receiving
many accolades. We all wondered during season 1: Who is baby Yoda?, Is he related to Master
Yoda?, What will happen? We all watched every episode wondering if the mystery would unravel.
Then season 2 started this year and so many questions were answered but we are left in suspense
once again. No worries no spoilers here! We are all anxiously waiting to see what will happen to baby
yoda next. Will Mando be able to help save the day? We all have to wait and see...
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Pumpkin Pancakes for Fall/ Winter
By: Allison Ferrentino
The only thing better than pumpkin scented things in Autumn is pumpkin tasting
things in Autumn! I have an easy family recipe for the most festive and delicious
pumpkin pancakes you’ll ever taste. It’s even gluten free and vegan!
What you will need:
• 1 ¼ cups of coconut flour
•

3 tbsp of white sugar

•

1 tbsp of baking powder

•

¼ tsp of salt

•

¾ cup of almond milk

•

1 tbsp of olive oil

•

1 ½ tsp of pumpkin pie spice

•

1 cup of pumpkin puree

How to make it:
• sift the coconut flour into a mixing bowl and add the white sugar, baking powder, and salt
and mix together
• pour in the almond milk and then add the oil, pumpkin pie spice, and pumpkin puree. whisk
to mix properly and remove lumps
•

pour the batter into a hot frying pan ¼ cup at a time

•

flip the pancake when bubbles appear and pop

• when cooked, repeat the process until the batter is finished. The batter makes about 6
pancakes
•

enjoy your gluten free, vegan pumpkin pancakes!

prep time: 10 minutes
cook time: 20 minutes
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•

Here’s a couple of ways we can all help other
people everyday:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Complement your friends and family daily.
Help you mother with chores around the
house.
Help and stand up for students that are
getting made fun of.
Help new students make friends and get
involved at Ames!
Give hugs to friends and be supportive.
Share your snacks with everyone.
Help a friend with homework.
Help make the lives of elderly citizens
easier.
Donate money to charity and those in
need.
Donate clothes or toys to those in need;
remember that everyone deserves happiness.
Cook dinner for friends and family and be
hospitable especially as we are nearing the
holiday season.
Be nice to your teachers and respect them;
“please”, “thank you”, and “have a great
day!” go a long way.
Teach someone something you know how
to do; share your skills and talents.
Smile at a stranger, you might make their
day!
Send your favorite teacher a thank you
note
Pick up garbage you see on the floor;
make Ames a clean and pretty place to attend school or work.

December 2020

•

•

Hold the door for someone.
Write letters to soldiers at
war.
Help an injured person and
offer to carry their books.
Recycle and keep the environment clean.
Volunteer to teach smaller
children how to do things such as swim.
Sit with someone at lunch that you don’t normally sit with.

Are you up for the Chief’s Challenge?
Do you want to help your school and community?
Do you want to help the world to be a better place?
Do you want to help heal other’s pain?
Well join Chief’s Challenge, you still have time.
Do you want to stop cyber bullying and bullying all
together?
If you are interested in any of these things and if
you really want to make a change in your school
then join Chief’s Challenge. If interested, go see
Mrs. Balcuk (Counselor) or Mrs. Hession (Social
worker) in the Pupil Personnel Office!
Virtual Clubs at Ames
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chief’s Challenge
Art Honor Society
Multicultural Club
The Little Chief Newspaper Club
The Gaming Club
The Rifle Club
The Chinese Club
The Dog Rescue Club
The Film Club

The Little Chief

13

